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Chairman’s Letter

It seems a bit late to wish you all a Happy New Year but I will do it anyway, and welcome to our new newsletter format. Please let us know what you think.

I am sure that 2009 will be an interesting year; we are certainly lining up some interesting talks and visits.

Once more I would like to thank all those members who take an active interest in the work of the Society, and I am speaking on behalf of the whole committee when I say we will always welcome more people sharing their skills.

On this subject there may be times when we would like to contact our membership, perhaps to ask an opinion, or to tap into a particular skill or interest of a member. To make this possible and to avoid any data protection issues it would be very useful if you could tell a committee member if you do not wish to be contacted.
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We are still hoping people will send us articles on the history of their homes; I am sure you will agree with me that those we have published so far have been very interesting.

Lastly, if you are happy to have your newsletter emailed to you or if you wish your email address to be included in your contact details please email thestreetsociety@btinternet.com with ‘Contact by email - your name’ in the subject and also putting your name in the body of the email and we will reply to let you know we have received your details.
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Thank you for your continued support. Perhaps 2009 will be the year you are able to find a new potential member you can introduce to the Society.

Best wishes,

Nina Swift

Ted Lanham

Ted was a long serving committee member of The Street Society up until he passed away last September.

Evacuated to Street as a child, Ted returned to live here upon retirement with his wife Beryl. 

He was very technically minded and had a passion for old clocks. Ted’s input was always valued and he will be sadly missed by the Society.
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Voice of the Countryside

By Muriel Mudie

‘Countryside Voice’, the magazine of Campaign To Protect Rural England (known to most of us as CPRE) rather reminds one of the National Trust Magazine. A similar nationwide review of all things rural, from sheep dogs to farm poverty, wind turbines to new roads, Eco or Non-Eco to human rights within this specific context. In short, something for everyone about almost everything outside urban living.

But, again like the National Trust Magazine, there is also a local supplement. In our case, one entitled ‘Somerset Matters’. In a recent copy, sponsorship came from as near base as Living Homes and events from as close as Glastonbury, a Village of the Year competition organised by CPRE and sponsored by British Gas, and graced by Lady Gass, a fairly frequent figurehead at our local area events.

Similarly, the most recent AGM was held at Compton Dundon.

Street Society members who also care about the wider issues of rural matters in general, but with a local slant, could well consider joining this worthwhile sister organisation. Ask Mary Acland-Hood (a familiar name) on 01458 447636.
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Thursday May 14th

On arrival in the ancient parish of Stogursey at the foot of the Quantock Hills, coffee has been arranged for us at the Greyhound Inn. 

It is a short walk to the 11th century Priory Church, often called the Cathedral of the Quantocks, for a talk about its unusual history and the origins of the village. 

Armed with a map we can explore for ourselves the main features of the village, including the well of St Andrew and the moated castle with its restored gatehouse.

After lunch (bring your own picnic, or return to the Greyhound!) we must board the 
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9.30am – 5.30pm
coach at 2.00pm for the short drive to Fairfield.There will be a level walk of less than a quarter of a mile from the Lodge Gates.

Fairfield, which dates back to the 12th century, is the historic home of Lady Gass, Lord Lieutenant of the County. We will split into two groups for a guided tour of the main rooms and the gardens, where there should be a good display of spring blossom.

Tickets are priced at £14 per person. A booking form is enclosed with this newsletter and early booking is recommended as places are limited to 29.

Coach trip to Cothay Manor

Thursday July 9th
12.30pm – 6.00pm
Nowhere evokes the magic of the past more than Cothay. Hidden for centuries it has remained virtually untouched since it was built in 1480. Surely one of Somerset’s best-kept secrets, we will have a guided tour of the house, which is said to be the finest example of a small medieval manor house remaining in the kingdom today.

It was recently the subject of television programme ‘Country House Rescue’.

The beautiful gardens are an ongoing project of restoration and in the summer months the glory of this ancient place is at its best.

Plants are for sale and there is a Tea Room. 

Tickets are priced at £15.50 per person. Cream tea costs extra and is payable on the day (£3.50 pp). 

Numbers are limited to 29 so use the enclosed booking form to secure your place.
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Local Walks

By Sue Monaghan

Street Society members and their friends are most welcome to join one of the regular guided walks taking in Street and the surrounding area.

The walks begin in Street at 2pm on the second and fourth Wednesdays of the month, and last between one to two hours. At least as beneficial as being healthy is the company and getting to appreciate our surroundings. 

Recent walks have included:

Over the Moors - about 4 miles (inc. stiles)

Monument Hill - Level 2 walk (so a bit shorter)

More details are available from the Community Centre (447248) or contact me on 448108.

The future programme, when available, will be on display there and in the Library and TIC. It will include some short Level One walks. Do come along.


Northover Mill is just one of the many derelict buildings on the Morland’s Site, situated on the southern outskirts nearest Street

Regeneration of the Grade 2 Mill is planned; to conserve its history while making it serve a purpose today for business, education and the community.

THE FUTURE

The regeneration project is being overseen by the Beckery Island Regeneration Trust (BIRT).

Their plans include protecting the natural, historical and architectural heritage of the site for the benefit of the community by promoting industry and commerce with office space for start-up businesses. 
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BIRT also want to promote education on the history of Northover Mill house and its links to the Morlands’s site.

The project will involve renovating the existing building to provide several offices and studio accommodation, a small kitchen and storerooms.

An extension will be added to create a downstairs meeting room (with kitchen facilities and WC) to be used for community activities.


The extension will also house interpretation boards about the Mill and its place in the local wool economy of the time and the continuation of this industrial heritage with the wool and skin production on the adjacent Morland/Bailey site in the 19th century. 

It is hoped that grants will eventually be available for start-up businesses and educational programmes, generated by surplus rental income.

THE PAST

The present Northover House dates back to 1517 – built as the Abbot of Glastonbury’s Fulling Mill for the thickening of woollen cloth at a time when the Tudor broadcloth trade was at its height.

The water runs beneath the Mill
The Mill in its current state

The Medieval core of the building survives with later additions, and some Tudor architectural features remain. The building was listed in 1974.

Planning permission has been granted and BIRT is now looking for funding partners in order to proceed. It is estimated that the project will cost £515,000.

Given the current economic climate it is possible Northover Mill will be the first project on the Morland’s site to be complete. 

Further information is available from BIRT through Glastonbury Town Hall.

Reminder

At present the Data Protection Act restricts access to your personal details to the Membership Secretary only. Please let us know if you would prefer your personal details NOT to be made available on a confidential basis to The Street Society Committee as a whole.


Items for the newsletter are always welcome.

Please email them (address below) or post them to Newsletter Editor, 12 Green Lane, Street, BA16 0QL.


Does anybody know…?

The Street Society have been approached regarding any information on the following:

· The whereabouts of the Christian Reading Room archives, following the building’s demolition.

· The West British Shoe Works in the High Street during the late 1800s, and Edward Charles Sadler who either worked for or owned it.

· The caretaker of Crispin Hall in 1915, surname Nicholson.

Please pass on any answers to Catherine Atkins.
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TRIPS





April 28th 		Evening visit to Glastonbury Spring Water 7.30pm		bottling plant


	At Park Corner Farm, Edgarley, with Mr and Mrs Ian Tucker. Includes cheese and biscuits and wine. Free of charge. Names to Barbara Cowell 443397





May 14th 		Day coach trip to Fairfield	


9.30am	Visit to Stogursey, including a tour of Fairfield, the home of Lady Gass, Lord Lieutenant of Somerset


	(See more details on page 4)





June 16th 		Evening guided walk of Langport


6.30pm	Meet at the main car park by the fish shop. Numbers limited to 12 at a cost of £2 each. Names to Deanne Silmon (443284)





July 9th 		Afternoon coach trip to Cothay Manor, 12.30pm		Wellington


			As featured on Channel 4’s ‘Country House 			Rescue’


			(See more details on page 5)








MEETINGS





September 22nd 	Methodist Church Hall, Leigh Road


7.30pm		AGM and talk by Christopher Penn, author of A.T.W.Penn (1849-1924), a pioneering photographer of South India who was born in Street





�


Fairfield House





Coach trip to Stogursey village and Fairfield





We are always keen to hear what our members think and you are welcome to attend our committee meetings. There is no obligation to hold a post.


The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 8th April at 10.00am at 46 Stonehill, Street.





Contact Details


              Chairman			      	          Secretary


              Nina Swift 				       Deanne Silmon


            01458 443881                                         01458 443284





       Treasurer/Membership 	     	            Events Co-ordinator


           Catherine Atkins  		                Barbara Cowell


  	  01458 443055                   	                 01458 443397





Email: thestreetsociety@btinternet.com





David Parsons





The Society is saddened to learn that our past Chairman David has been diagnosed with terminal cancer. 


David remains at home and welcomes visitors, but he still has quite a full diary so a phone call might save a wasted journey - 446110.


David has always kept a blog, which is now a place for him to share his thoughts and activities, and is a good way for us to keep up to date with him and his health. Find him at:


www.streetinsomerset.


blogspot.com
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THE  FUTURE  OF  NORTHOVER MILL,  MORLANDS





The proposed renovation, including


 the new extension shown on 


the left








