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Chairman’s Letter

Dear Members,

It seems amazing that our AGM is soon to be upon us. It has been a very varied year, with much work done by your committee. Thank you to every committee member for your efforts and enthusiasm and ideas.

At the AGM we need to elect a new committee and every year we are underwhelmed with potential candidates!  Please ask yourself if you could give 2 hours a month to attend a committee meeting and don’t be bashful, details of how to be nominated come with this newsletter.

The 2011 AGM is a special one as we celebrate 10 years of trying to ensure that the best interests of Street are met.

Summer

2011

We continue to see a surge in attendance at our visits and evening meetings. It has been wonderful to see so many members enjoying our varied programme as well as welcoming new visitors. So please remember to “Bring A Friend”.

I look forward to seeing you on our birthday!
Nina Swift



Annual General Meeting
The AGM will take place on Tuesday 20th September at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall, Leigh Road.

As this is the 10th anniversary of the Society we will make the evening a celebration of its success including refreshments and a cake.  Following the business of the AGM, including electing our new committee, there will be a talk by Caroline Gould on George Skipper – Architect of Street.

It was Caroline’s talk on the “Buildings of Street” which launched the Society in 2001. She returns to tell us more of George Skipper (1856-1948) who was the architect for many of Street’s prominent buildings.  She will examine these buildings together with others in Somerset that form much of his early work and show his subsequent transformation from Victorian to exuberant Edwardian architect in East Anglia.
For those who couldn’t make it, here is a recap on what you’ve missed…


Kay Wych -

A Living History Presenter

Kay gave an informative talk with lots of humour and it became clear that it was her passion for history, archaeology and drama over the course of 40 years that led to her being a Living History Presenter at Glastonbury Abbey.  

She described this as the best job in Somerset and members would have the benefit of her story telling during the visit to Glastonbury Abbey.

Cheese Making

An evening in late April saw Dave Miller and John Cox of local cheese makers AJ and RG Barber give a talk covering the history and modern techniques of cheese making.

The Barber family have been at Maryland Farm, Ditcheat since 1833.

The talk concluded with an extensive and popular cheese tasting session.

Stained Glass Wonders

It could not have been a better day to visit Walton Church to view the stained glass windows.

The spring sun shone brightly showing the images at their best as Michael Browning explained the story of each window.

Members were treated to tea and cakes after the tour.

U3A History Group

The Society hosted a walk for Wells U3A History group on 20th July. The weather was kind to us and Muriel Mudie was able to offer entertaining snippets as we walked around Street.
Wimborne Visit

An interesting and varied trip took place when members of the society visited Wimborne.  First stop was Deans Court and its gardens. They were welcomed and guided by Sir William Hanham who told them that the Court has been owned by the Hanham family since 1548.  The house was originally the Deanery to Wimborne Minster and dates from the reign of King Edward III. 
After the personally guided tour of the house they toured the gardens. Amongst the specimens there, they saw were two spectacular trees, the Mexican Swamp Cypress (110ft tall ) and the Tulip tree (90ft) were planted by Thomas Hanham in May 1607, on his return from New England.  This tour had a difference from visiting National Trust houses that are no longer lived in, since the members were privy to personal family stories and interesting details about the ongoing renovation included. 
In the afternoon the members were given a tour of Wimborne as guests of Wimborne Civic Society.  Ian Willis led the tour of many interesting historical buildings in the town. 
National Civic Day

This event on 25th June was marked by the Society in two ways.
A writing competition for local schools was won by 6 year old Ethan Turnbull of Hindhayes School.  He wrote this acrostic poem:

Street has lots of things to do

There are good parks in Street

Reading is fun at the library and school

Everyone is happy in Street

Eating out is always different

There is everything you need in Street

There was also a clean up by a number of members in the centre of Street.

Cothay Manor 
On a sunny Midsummer's day members travelled by steep, winding, narrow lanes to nowhere in particular in the Vale of Taunton.  But at journey's end lay the glorious red, sandstone fifteenth century Cothay Manor whose very remoteness has preserved its charms and treasures.  Historians have praised it as the most perfect small fifteenth century country house in England.  After years of neglect, Reginald Cooper in the 1920's and for the last eighteen years Alastair and Mary Anne Robb have restored the house and gardens to their former splendour.

Our tour of the house revealed its glory- wonderful wood and plaster work, textiles, panelling and in particular the mediaeval painted friezes and wall paintings.  

Although greatly impressive the house felt welcoming and intimate.

Fortified by cream teas we wandered around the gardens.  There was a series of yew-enclosed walks, topiary and 'rooms' with different colours predominating in each, although roses were in abundance everywhere.  There were knot gardens, a bog garden and lawns sweeping down to the river Tone or extending to sheep filled meadows.  The gardens complemented the house perfectly.

Glastonbury Abbey

In July members of The Street Society paid a visit to the Glastonbury Abbey.

Bill Wych conducted a tour of the grounds and gave a very informative talk on the history of the Abbey.

We were then treated to an interesting and humorous insight into the life of a kitchen maid by Kay Wych at the Abbotts Kitchen where three of our members dressed up and took part in the proceedings. 

BEHIND THE SCENES

The committee now meet monthly to keep on top of issues and enable meetings to be kept short and concise. 

Our next meeting is on 7th September at 10am. The venue will be 8 Ambridge Close, Street.


YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS

Items for the newsletter are always welcome, as are suggestions for articles.

Please email them (address below) or post them to:

Street Society Newsletter Editor, 12 Green Lane, Street, BA16 0QL.







Council Building





Street Parish Council has recently moved in to its new home - The Vestry Rooms, Leigh Road.





Local representatives are not new to this building as this was once the offices of Street Urban District Council until 1974.





The Vestry Rooms were designed by George Skipper and built in 1887 initially as the fire station.  It was transformed into the Street Urban District Council offices in 1894 and the council stayed there until 1967 when they moved to the old Technical School.  The Vestry Rooms were then converted into offices and rented out and then the freehold was sold.





Street Parish Council purchased the building in April 2009 and hope that it will have community use as well as a base for the council.











Contact Details





Chairman 		Nina Swift 		01458 443881


    Joint Secretaries 	Deanne Silmon 	01458 443284


Hilary Napper	01458 445648


Treasurer/Membership 	Catherine Atkins 	01458 443055                     


   Event Co-ordinator 	Barbara Cowell 	01458 443397





Email: thestreetsociety@btinternet.com
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CELEBRATES 10 YEARS OF 





“PROTECTING THE PAST WITH AN EYE TO THE FUTURE”





�





HERITAGE OPEN DAY


STRODE THEATRE, STREET





Saturday 10th September 2011 from 10.00am to 2.00pm





To help mark Heritage Open Day this year Liz Leyshon at Strode Theatre has kindly agreed to open the theatre for the day and to conduct regular tours back stage.  


The coffee bar will also be open for drinks and light refreshments.


Members of the Society will meet and greet people and there will be information available on the Society and how to join.


As this event is open to all please spread the word and encourage people to come to support both the Street Society and Strode Theatre.
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REMINDER





Memberships are due for renewal on 1st September.  Subscription costs remain the same - £7 single. £13 couple.  Please use the form enclosed with this newsletter to send payment, or contact Catherine Atkins if you would like to take out a standing order.








PROGRAMME 


OF EVENTS





MEETINGS





Our evening talks take place on Tuesdays at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall, Leigh Road





September 20th	AGM followed by Caroline Gould talking on                           George Skipper who was the architect for many of Street’s prominent buildings


November 22nd	Reflections of a Newcomer to Street 


By Sharon Walker


January 24th		Why Population Matters 


By Roger Martin


February 28th		History of the Town Crier 


By Graham Coles


March 27th	Drainage of the Somerset Levels 


By Tony Dowden


April 24th 	A new Museum and Heritage Centre for Somerset 


By Tom Mayberry





EVENTS & OUTINGS





October 25th	A visit to Clark's Westway Warehouse. Two        tours are planned - at 2.30pm and 6.30pm. Please book your place on a tour at the AGM or ring 01458 443881 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:nina.swift@yahoo.co.uk" ��nina.swift@yahoo.co.uk�.  Places are limited to 20 per trip.





December 6th	Talk by Bill Knight of Knights Fish Bar in Glastonbury about the premises and the restoration of the cottages at the rear.  Followed by a Fish & Chip Supper.  Further details at the November meeting.














